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Nawroz

What an amazing achievement 
from our donors this Nawroz! To-
gether you were able to raise over 
365 school kits for our orphans in 
Afghanistan. This well and truly 
surpassed our 300 school kit goal, 
which meant we were able to 
make an even greater impact.

Following the tradition of Nawroz, 
the incredible support we recei-
ved has allowed us to provide 
essential school supplies and 

“Together you were 
able to raise over 365 
school kits, well and 
truly surpassing our 
initial 300 school kit 
goal!”

clothing to the children in our 
care. Normally, this gesture co-
mes from the child’s Father, but 
with nearly 2 million orphans in 
Afghanistan, many miss out on 
the joy of Nawroz. 

Gifting the children with these 
Nawroz gifts brings joy both us 
and the children, and we hope it 
does for you too.

Donors Help Spread Joy During Nawroz
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Nawroz Confectionery For Change 
family in the future and have the 
opportunity to further my educa-
tion.”

Hasibullah is an excellent example 
of the impact investing in just one 
orphan can have on future genera-
tions in Afghanistan. 

Mahboba’s Promise is planning 
to expand its impact and replica-
te this same system in Panjshir 
Province. If you would like to be 
a part of making this project a 
reality, visit our crowdfunding page 
at https://chuffed.org/project/
confectioneryforchange/

Despite an increase in general 
education enrolment (Years 
1-12) from 0.9 million to 9 million 
since 2001, Afghanistan has a 
literacy rate of just 31%. Female 
literacy rates are on average 17% 
(UNESCO, 2017). How is this the 
case? Well, there are still almost 
2 million orphans in Afghanistan 
and counting. Many of these vul-
nerable children are left to beg on 
the street for food, while others 
are living in orphanages beset by 
corruption.
 
Orphans in Afghanistan are often 
overlooked, due to the great 
expense of their living costs. 
Funding education alone is more 
affordable than supporting a 
child completely. But what is the 
real cost of this? Down the line, 
future generations of Afghan 
children will continue to miss out 
on education due to the extreme 
poverty their parents are stuck in. 
So, what are we doing about it?

In 2014, we set up a Confectio-
nery Factory and Shop in Kabul 
as a means of training young 
orphans confectionery and busi-
ness skills. As the project gained 
traction, the social enterprise be-
gan making a profit beyond what 
they required to run the shop. 
The income was poured back into 
the organization’s Hope House to 
help fund the living expenses and 
school fees of orphan children. 
This social enterprise created a 

self-sufficient system that has 
transformed the lives of so many 
in need.

Hasibullah is one orphan boy that 
has created a new life for himself 
by virtue of this social enterprise. 
After he lost his father at a young 
age, Hasibullah was enrolled into 
Kabul Hope House for which he 
called home for most of his child-
hood. Hasibullah was one of the 
first orphan youth trained at the 
Confectionery Factory, later at-
taining valuable skills in business 
administration and marketing. He 
has used these skills to establish 
his own successful business se-
lling pastries and burgers for local 
buyers. 

“I would never have imagined 
that one day I would start my 
own business. With this stability, I 
know I will be able to support my 

“Hasibullah is an 
excellent example of the 
impact investing in just 
one orphan can have on 
future generations in 
Afghanistan.”
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Winter

Sharifullah is an employee at our Hope 
House in Badakhshan. Sharifullah lives 
with his Wife and Daughter in a small 
home in the remote village of Tiyayee, 
about a three-day hike from the main 
city in Badakhshan. The village is so 
remote that residents have to travel to 
neighboring villages to access clean 
drinking water. 

During the Winter months, Sharifullah 
spends all his time at the Hope House 
as it is too difficult to reach his home. 
For several days, Sharifullah’s wife and 
daughter became trapped by snow 
inside their home without anyone 
knowing. Once informed of the incident, 
Mahboba’s Promise travelled to Tiyayee 

to assist in shoveling the snow from the 
house and other homes in the village. 

This difficult mission was only possible 
thanks to our donors whose funding 
allowed us to reach even more people 
in need this Winter. Winter temperatures 
can reach as low as -12 degrees Celsius, 
making living conditions brutal and 
unpredictable. 

On top of providing people in our care 
with critical winter supplies, we were 
also able to reach out to one of the most 
remote villages in Afghanistan. We are 
always grateful to you, our donors, for 
the support we receive during the festive 
season.

Another Cold Winter For Afghanistan

“For several days, 
Sharifullah’s wife and 
daughter became tra-
pped by snow inside 
their home without 
anyone knowing.”
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Ramadan Letter From Mahboba
Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullah was Barakatuh, Bro-
thers and Sisters,

It has been a devastating couple of months for my Bro-
thers and Sisters around the world. Like many, my heart 
has been left broken after the events that occurred in 
Christchurch last month. But despite our grief, we united. 
Billions of people around the globe came together and 
made peace despite the dark times we face. Yet, the events 
in Christchurch happen every day in Afghanistan, and I fear 
the blood that is shed is ignored.

During my last visit to Afghanistan, 92 bombs exploded in 
one day during election time. The concerning amount of 
widows and orphans in Afghanistan has increased in the 
past 3 years due to the frequency of these attacks. Unfor-
tunately, we rarely hear about these massacres and the 
dire consequences they have on innocent people. Muslim 
people in Afghanistan are dying in silence.

This Ramadan, look into your hearts and donate your 
Zakat to the orphans and widows in Afghanistan. Christ-
church is in the mind and heart of us all. Let’s not forget 
Afghanistan.

May Allah reward you,
Mahboba Rawi

Please donate your Zakat 
to the orphans of Afghanistan 

this Ramadan. 
As an organization run by Afghan people 
to benefit Afghan people, we want to use 

your Zakat to create better futures for tho-
se most in need in Afghanistan.

Via Our Website:

Visit www.mahbobaspromise.org/rama-
dan-2019/

Credit Card Over The Phone:

Please call us on (02) 9887 1665.

Via Direct Deposit:

Account Name: Mahboba’s Promise Inc
Bank: Commonwealth Bank

BSB: 062 320
Account No: 1017 6256

Please put your surname and “RAMADAN” 
as reference, and email or call to advise. 

By Cheque or Money Order:

Payable to Mahboba’s Promise Inc. 
Please mail to: 

PO Box 6234
North Ryde NSW 2113



Community Day For Peace and Inclusion
On Saturday the 30th of March, we laun-
ched our community hall to the public 
by hosting a fun day for the local area. 

After relocating to our new office space 
back in July last year, Mahboba has had 
big plans to utilize the hall as a peaceful 
place of harmony and cultural inclusion. 
The community day boasted a variety 
of cultural dishes, face painting, henna 
and live music, among many more fun 
activities. 

We are thankful to all our loyal suppor-
ters, local organizations, Ryde City Coun-
cil and residents of Marsfield for joining 
us on the special day. 

We look forward to updating you on the 
projects coming out of our community 
hall in the near future!

“The community day 
boasted a variety of 
cultural dishes, face 
painting, henna and 
live music.”

Thank You For Reading Our First 
Quarter Newsletter For 2019!

Mahboba’s Promise is a signatory of the 
ACFID Code of Conduct which defines 
minimum standards of governance, ma-
nagement and accountability for non-go-
vernmental development organisations.
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